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Troides darsius (Gray, 1852) 
 
ÀÌê”Ä 
ÌÄk<hd ïï°É —¼ñåºàÄ¨ Íå ÌâÌà¨îºè¨ÄÆ ÉÊïÆ¾à Éæ¼ªºà É¾ ¨å¸à¶hlg wh;a cSù —ïÊàËhls. Êéò 
Èâ¨åïŒ ÌÄ¾< —ïÊàË 243 à̈ ÉåÚºå É¾ ¡ºÇ ¢¾à 20 à̈ ¡åïŒ¸ü¨ —ïÊàËïŒ. ÉåÚºå Éì iuk<h¾à ¡ºëÖ¾à  
—ïÊàË 66 à̈ ºÚ°¾Æ´ È à̈Éì cSù ¨å¸à¶Æl´ ¡æºëÈºà ïŒ. ÉåÌÌà»å¾ ªë¸åºàÄ¨ÃåÉÆka ySkùu Íå ¨æÂÈèùu" 
iy ÀÖÌÇ ôË¸Æ Éæ¾è ¼ç Äªè¾à ÌÄ¾< ªÍ¸Æ oekgu;a Ìé«òïÆ¾à ¡¶ê ïÉ•¾à  ÀÉºé.  
 
hïlsis Õ—fhl+ °åºèÆ¨  ¡¾¾ñºåÉÆ f,i Àò¨åÊÆ´ Àºà è̈×Ä ºëÈè¾à tu Õ—Æå Íå wh;a jk cSù 
¨å¸à¶h ms<sn| °¾ºå wjOdkh by, kexúh yelsh' —ïÊàËfhkau ºÚ°¾Æ´ È à̈Éì yd ½°½å× —ïÊàË 
jeä .Kkla yªkd .; yels ÌÄk<hka jeks Õ— ¨å¸à¶j, ixrlaIKh Ì¿Íå fuu Okd;aul 
wdl,am iys; °¾ºå wjOdkh b;d jeo.;ah' ÌÄk<hska ïÉïÌ¾ ÀÖÌÇ À¼à½ºè  Íå ¦Ä ÀÖÌÇ À¼à½ºè ÉÈ 
Ìè ¾ ¡¾è ë̈ºà ÕÑ¾àïªà ÌâÇ à̈ËKÆ Ì¿Íå °¾ºå ÌÍÃåªèºàÉÆ Íå iyfhda.h ,nd .ekSug th fnfyúka 
n,mdkq we;. 
 
ïŠ ¾èÌå °åºè¨ ÌÄ¾<Æ ë̈ Àò¨åÊÆ´ Àºà è̈×Ä Êéò Èâ¨åïŒ ÌÄk<hska ÌâÇ à̈Ë¸ïÆà ¨åÈé¾ ¡ÉÊñºåÉÆ à̈ ïŒ.  
 
—ÌàºÇÆ 
ÀÖÌÇ Íå ÌàÉåÃå—¨ ÌŠÀºà ¡ÄåºñâÊÆ Æ´ïºà Àºà ¨Ç¾ È¼ ÌÄ¸õ¾à ÀèÈèÂ¿ —ïÊàË³Æ¾àïªà ¨•´êÉ Äªè¾à 
ÀèÈèïÆ<¨Ç¾ È¼ 'ÌÄ¾õ¾à ÌâÇ à̈Ë¸Æ Ì¿Íå è̈òÆå¨å× ÌæÈæÌàïÄ' Íè Êéò Èâ¨å ÄÍ ë̈ÇæÝ ÀèÆ ÀæÀèÈèÆå   ( Sri 
Lanka Birdwing   /  Troides darsius )  °åºè¨ ÌÄk<Æå ïÈÌ ¾Š è̈×Äg ks¾foaY lr we;s w;r tu 
cSúhdf.a ÀÍº Ì¿Í¾à  ,laIK ta Ì¿Íå i<ld n,d ¡æº. 
 
i.   Êéò Èâ¨åïŒ —ÊåÈºÄ ÌÄk<Æå ùu' 
ii.  Êéò Èâ¨åÉ ÀêÇå ÉñÀàº Ñ mej;Su. 
iii. Êéò Èâ¨åÉ´ ¡åïŒ ü̧¨ ùu. 
iv. ¡å¨ÚÊ¸ýÆ ÂåÍèÇ ÇçÀå¨åÇÆ à̈ ¼Ç¾ ¾èÌå ½°½å× —ïÊàËÆ à̈ ïÈÌ ¾Š ¨È Íæ¨ s ùu. 
v.  ÕÉ¾ ® ò̈ïÆà ÀÎèïÂåà½¨ ¡É“ ï¾åïÀ¾à ùu' 
vi. ïÇåàª jdy¨ È à̈ËK ï¾åïÀ¾à  ùu'   
vii.ÌâÌà¨îºè¨ Íå ¡½ñåºà•¨ —ÊàÉåÌ ms<sn| Ìî¸åºàÄ¨ n,mEula fkdue;sùu' 
 
yªkd .ekSu 
bosrs ;gq l¿ meye;sh' miq ;gq rkajka ly meye;sjk w;r l¿ meye;s odrhlska hqla; fõ' úysod 
;sfnk wjia:dj, ;gq w;r mr;rh ññ 165-180 muk fõ' 
 
Odrl Ydl 
wersiagf,dalsfha l+,hg wh;a Ydl W¯( ima i| 
 
ixrlaIK ;;ajh - ;¾ckhg ,la ù fkdue;' 



 
 

Declaration of the National Butterfly 
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Sri Lanka Birdwing 
(Adult Butterfly) 
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              Troides darsius (Gray, 1852) 
Background                                                                                                      
Butterfly fauna is one of the biologically and culturally important taxon groups. Two hundred and forty three (243) 
species of butterflies with 20 endemics have been recorded from Sri Lanka. Out of these, 66 species have been listed 
in a ‘threatened’ category. Their populations are fast disappearing due to habitat degradation, fragmentation, 
environment pollution etc.  
 
The establishment of a national identity and biological heritage of any life form through declaration will help to 
enhance public concern. Conservation of a faunal group such as the Butterflies which contain many ‘threatened’ as 
well as flagship species can be achieved through a public concern with a positive attitude. This will assist in the 
conservation of the habitat and related ecosystems and all species contained therein through public partnership and 
participation. Therefore, declaration of the National Butterfly is a timely action to conserve the  butterfly fauna of 
Sri Lanka. 
 
Description 
The Butterfly Expert Group established under the Ministry of Environment & Natural Resources for the preparation 
of the Butterfly Conservation Action Plan has recommended the declaration of an attractive butterfly called the Sri 
Lanka Birdwing (Troides darsius ) as the National Butterfly. This recommendation has been done considering the 
following characteristics of the Sri Lanka Birdwing. 
 
The Sri Lanka Birdwing ; 
 

1. is the largest butterfly in Sri Lanka. 
2. is distributed all over the island. 
3. is endemic to Sri Lanka. 
4. is considered a flagship species due to its attractive colour pattern. 
5. contains no pest behaviour at any stage of its life cycle. 
6. is not a vectoring agent of disease. 
7. has no negative  cultural or spiritual  beliefs. 

Identification 
Forewings are glossy black; hindwings are  bright yellow with a black margin. Wing expanse approx. 165-180mm. 
 
Host plants  
Caterpillar feeds on plants belonging to the family Aristolochiaceae (e.g. Sap sanda) 
 
Conservation status: Not listed as a threatened species. 


